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                                                                         November 11, 2023
Veterans Day radio interview
Announcer: In the studio are local veterans Jeff McArthur and Mark Persons. 
Jeff, What is your story?
Announcer: Mark, how did this happen for you? 
Mark: I was a young and handsome 19-year-old when I joined the service. My 21st birthday was sitting on a pile of sandbags a day after getting to Vietnam, waiting to go to my duty station. I became Sergeant in Charge of an avionics repair shop to keep airplanes flying.
Announcer: Veteran’s Day is Saturday, November 11th. Mark, what is the story?
Mark: Veterans Day brings a few dates to mind. 
There is Memorial Day in May when we honor and remember those who died in service to our country.

There is Independence Day, July 4th when our country was freed from foreign rule, thanks to those who fought for our independence back in the 1700s.
Then there is Armistice Day, later renamed Veterans Day, which was created when WWI ended on the 11th day of the 11th month in 1918….105 years ago. Some of you might remember Merle Steece from Brainerd, one of the doughboys who made it through WW1.
We should also remember those who fought against the Axis powers of Germany and Japan in the global conflict of WWII.  The Axis plan was to divide the world and America in two.  Germany was going to have everything east of the Mississippi River and Japan would have the west. We would have a divided town.  Some 440,000 American servicemen and women died between 1941 and 1945 fighting to keep that from happening. We owe our country to veterans.
Jeff: More recently it is veterans who served in Korea, Vietnam, Grenada, Afghanistan, and Iraq in the War on Terror. Veterans Day celebrates service to our country by all veterans, regardless of whether they saw combat.  Being in the military is a commitment to America. Those in service pledge their lives to defend our country in times of peace and war. Our military is there to take a stand when liberty is in jeopardy. The goal is to ensure that we live in the land of the free. 
Mark: Some enlisted and some were drafted into service in past wars. They never said it would be easy.  I spent a year in Vietnam as an Army sergeant under terrible conditions, but fortunately I lived to be here today. 

Only 8% of the U.S. population served in uniform. Winston Churchill was quoted as saying, “Never was so much owed by so many to so few.”
Everyone has a story about their service in the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, Coast Guard and Merchant Marines.

Announcer: Don’t forget the new one, the Space Force.   
Jeff: Thanks. Regarding Veterans Day, the Brainerd Honor Guard is made up of veterans from the Brainerd Veterans of Foreign Wars, the Brainerd American Legion and the Crow Wing County Disabled American Veterans.  We all work together.

All veterans are invited to Brainerd High School for a veteran’s day program at 10 am on Friday, November 10th. The featured speaker will be Charles “Chip” Rankin, a combat veteran and commander of the 1st Armored Combat Brigade, 34th Infantry Division of the Minnesota Army National Guard. Quilts of Honor will be given to ten Korean and WWII veterans. 
The Honor Guard will be at the All-Veterans Memorial at 4th and Laurel Streets, on Veterans Day, Saturday, November 11th.  There will be three rifle volleys heard downtown at 11:11 am.  Taps will be played as well.
Announcer: What will they do if it rains or snows?  
Mark: Service members are trained to work around adversity.  I’ve said it before…. They’ve been through the cold and snow of Korea, the monsoon rains in the steaming jungles of Vietnam and sandstorms with heat in the deserts of Iraq and Afghanistan.  It is for their brothers in arms. They will be there…. Regardless!  
Jeff: To be clear, Veterans Day is for living veterans. Memorial Day is for those who died in service to our county. Veteran’s Day is to honor those who served and may still be serving.  

Veterans Day ceremony stories and photos will be on the BrainerdVFW.org website, later that day or the next.
Some area restaurants will be offering free meals to veterans on November 11th.  
Mark: Being a veteran is an interesting experience. The military is an all-volunteer organization nowadays. You could get higher pay elsewhere. The military is not a job. It is a commitment to defend our country. However, it does come with benefits like paid education and health care. 

Jeff: Some would say the military wants to wage war. Our military does not make war. Politicians send our soldiers to defend freedom globally. 

Mark: I never met anyone who wanted to wage war or kill. In my day, anyone who asked to go back to Vietnam for a second tour, had to be interviewed to find out why. Usually, it was because they wanted to keep serving with their buddies.
If you look in the post officers page of the BrainerdVFW.org website you will find this wording, Quote “The cast of characters in this band of brothers and sisters is dedicated to helping veterans and the community. Our common bond is serving in war-torn countries.” End quote. 
We are defenders of freedom from yesterday and today, including active military members.
There are more and more women veterans. Two are in administrative positions at the Brainerd VFW.
Jeff: The stereotype of veteran organizations is that they are bars! Yes, they have bars, but that’s not the point. The BrainerdVFW.org website has 100 pages of content. Only one-page talks about the bar. 99 pages tell of helping veterans and the community.
Mark: I recently returned from a military reunion in Charleston, South Carolina. We are all civilians now, but we gathered to remember and share experiences. The connection here is the U.S. Army’s OV-1 Mohawk high-tech surveillance aircraft. It is now retired from the military inventory and is in the hands of collectors. Only 390 were built and flown from 1959 through 1986, ending after the Gulf War. The Mohawk had high-definition photography, infra-red photography, and side-looking airborne radar to find the enemy. In my case the enemy was in the jungles of Vietnam. 
Jeff: Belonging to a veteran organization is important. The Brainerd Veterans of Foreign Wars, the Brainerd American Legion and the Crow Wing County Disabled American Veterans are local examples. It has been shown that belonging to a veteran organization will dramatically reduce the possibility of suicide. 
Mark: We talk it over with our friends and find out they had similar experiences. We don’t tell our wives about the bad times, but we can with our comrades in arms.
Learn more at BrainerdVFW.org.
One thought: Christ died to save our souls. Veterans died to save our freedom!
Jeff: Thank You to this radio station for the time to tell the veteran story.
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